
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Williston Town Council 
Regular Meeting  

    August 12, 2013 
 
Minutes: 
 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the Williston Town Hall and provided to The People Sentinel newspaper at 
least 24 hours in advance of the meeting in accordance with the S.C. Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Members of Council present:  Mayor Rivers, Councilman Baxley, Councilman Williams, Councilman 
Stapleton, Councilman Holmes and Councilman Valentine  
 
Members of Council absent: Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews 
 
Mrs. Angela Overton took minutes.  Mr. Tom Boulware was also present. 
 
Councilman Williams gave the invocation. 
 
Councilman Valentine led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Rivers called the meeting to order, stated that a quorum of Council was present, and welcomed everyone 
to the meeting. 
 
Councilman Williams made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 1, 8, & 31, 2013 meetings as 
presented.  Councilman Baxley seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Councilman Valentine made a motion to accept the financial report as information only.  Councilman Stapleton 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Public Forum – 
 
Ms. Ferlicia Cuthbertson wished to speak.  She stated that she has concerns with the Town Recreation Football 
and Soccer being played at the same time.  She stated that she has a problem with this because the children have 
to choose between the two and will not have the opportunity to play both.  She stated that she would like the 
Town to consider changing it back to the sports being played at separate times. 
 
Councilman Baxley made a motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Councilman Holmes seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
Request by the Community Uplift Program to use Town Hall and Town Park 
 
Mr. Cook stated that Ms. Ferlicia Cuthbertson contacted him about using the Town Park for a community-wide 
back to school festival hosted by the Community Uplift Program (CUP).  They also wish to combine the 
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activity with their annual Daddy Day at the Park that is usually held in June but had to be postponed due to 
inclement weather.  He stated that she is requesting that the Town Council consider waiving the fee to reserve 
the shelter and use the restrooms.  He stated that Ms. Cuthbertson has requested that the date be changed from 
August 17th to August 24th and he would need to check the calendar to make sure that date is available but he 
recommends that the Council waive the fee for this activity.  
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to allow CUP to use the park on August 24th and to waive the fee for 
reservation of the shelter and use of the restrooms.  Councilman Baxley seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Mr. Cook stated that CUP is also requesting use of Town Hall for their 3rd annual Breast Cancer Walk and 
Ceremony.  They would like to use the facility on Saturday, October 12, 2013.  The event has been held at 
Town Hall for the past two years. 
 
Councilman Stapleton made a motion to approve the use of Town Hall for the 3rd Annual Breast Cancer Walk 
and Ceremony.  Councilman Holmes seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
Fire Department update by Chief Milton Widener 
 
Chief Widener stated that this year has turned out to be one of the busiest yet.  He stated that year before last 
was the busiest up that point with 123 calls.  He stated that this year is on track to beat that.  He stated that he 
wants to honor that firefighters that respond to the calls.  Mr. Widener said that because they have AM and PM 
calls the department has Top Responder awards for both time period calls.  He stated that the new truck is 
scheduled for completion in mid to late September.  
 
Chief Widener stated that the old truck cost much more than was anticipated and that much more money has 
been spent on it than was planned.   He did state that the re-chroming has been paid for and it leaves the 
painting and other items. 
 
 Chief Widener stated that the Fire Department has had operating procedures in the past but they were very 
generic in nature.  He stated that he has now drawn up updated more in depth operating procedures.  In 
conclusion Chief Widener stated that Splash Day was held at the Town Library and was attended by 30 – 40 
children. 
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Councilman Williams asked if there were any of the volunteer fireman that wished to be trained as EMS first 
responders as well as being firemen. 
 
Chief Widener stated that there is some interest in that.  He stated that they were waiting to see if the Williston 
Rescue Squad would receive the contract with the Barnwell County Hospital before any training would take 
place. 
 
Mayor Rivers stated that he would like to thank the fire department for all the deeds that they do, not just the 
firefighting.  He thanked Mr. Widener for the great job that he is doing as the Fire Chief and stated that because 
of our fire department’s hard work the Town’s ISO rating is excellent. 
 
First reading of Ordinance 2013-09m a Lease-Purchase Agreement for Fire Truck and Garbage Truck 
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that council previously approved the purchase of a new fire and garbage truck.  He stated that 
he and Attorney Boulware have asked Mr. Dan McLeod with the McNair Firm to help with the ordinance and 
agreement and the solicitation of bids.  He stated that the Town will be accepting bids on Wednesday, 
September 4th at noon.  Mr. LeDuc stated that at the September 9th meeting there would be a second and final 
reading of the ordinance that will allow the Town to close on the lease purchase agreement on Friday, 
September 13th in time to receive funding for the fire truck delivery later that month.  He recommended that the 
council approve the first reading of Ordinance 2013-09 for the lease purchase agreement in the amount of 
$390,000 to obtain a fire and garbage truck. 
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Councilman Valentine made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2013-09 by title only.  
Councilman Stapleton seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Attorney Boulware read 2013-09 by title only. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2013-09.  Councilman Valentine 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
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Discussion and Approval of the Employee Handbook 
 
Mr. Cook state that a copy of the handbook had been given out to each councilman last month for them to 
review for approval this month.  He stated that there have been very few changes made from the version that 
council received in July.  By passing this handbook a guideline will be set and it is understood that policies may 
need to be changed as needed.  Mr. Cook stated that he recommends that council pass the handbook as 
presented. 
 
Councilman Baxley made a motion to approve the handbook with the minor changes and the understanding that 
some policies may need to be added or changed.  Councilman Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Discussion and Approval of changing the Property and Liability Insurance to South Carolina Municipal 
Insurance and Risk Financing Fund 
 
Mr. Cook stated that he has been working the Municipal Association to get the rates for liability insurance for 
the Town through South Carolina Municipal Insurance and Risk Financing Fund (SMIRF).  He stated that the 
price that was quoted will save the Town over $14,000 a year in premiums. He stated that if approved the 
insurance change would take place on January 1st.  He recommended that Council approve to move the Town’s 
property and liability to the MASC SMIRF program. 
 
Councilman Baxley made a motion to approve to move the Town’s property and liability to the MASC SMIRF 
program. Councilman Stapleton seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Discussion and Approval of Rail Trail Sign 
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that the Barnwell County “Eat Smart Move More” wellness program would like the Town’s 
permission to place a couple of signs along the Williston Rail Trail.  He stated that each community in Barnwell 
County with walking tracks were asked to put these signs up.  He stated that by putting the signs up it shows 
collaborative efforts of the communities to promote health and exercise.  He recommended that the Town 
approve the placement of the signs along the Williston Rail Trail.



 Page 17 of 20 

 
 
Councilman Stapleton made a motion to approve the placement of the “Eat Smart Move More” signs along the 
Williston Rail Trail.  Councilman Holmes seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Reappointment of Planning Commission Members 
 
Mr. Cook stated that three of the members of Williston’s Planning Commission members’ terms are going to 
expire at the end of August.  These members are Ms. Wilhelmenia Ashley, Mr. Robby Rimes and Mrs. Linda 
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Sloan.  He stated that these members will need to be reappointed or replaced with new members before August 
31, 2013 if possible.  Mr. Cook stated that he has spoken with each of these members and they have agreed to 
serve another term if appointed by council.  He also stated that the chairman of the commission had resigned 
and would also will need to be appointed to finish out his term which will end on August 31, 2014. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to approve the reappointment of Ms. Ashley, Mr. Rimes, and Mrs. Sloan.  
Councilman Stapleton seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 Discussion and Approval of the Purchase of a Passenger Van for transportation of the inmate workers 
 
Mr. Cook stated that the Town opened bids on a passenger van on July 31, 2013.  He stated that two bids were 
received. Two Town employees went to Charleston to look at one of the two vehicles and it was sold before 
they could get there to look at it.  Mr. Cook stated that he was requesting that council vote to approve the 
expenditure of up to $20,000 for a used van based on the competitive bid and mechanical review by our staff.   
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to approve the purchase, within the $20,000 budgeted amount, of a 
passenger van based on the competitive bid and mechanical inspection.  Councilman Valentine seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Discussion of a policy on eliminating irrigation meters 
 
Mr. Cook stated that at the June meeting Mr. Milton Widener brought up the subject of giving a sprinkler meter 
base fee waiver to those water customers with sprinkler meters.  He stated that it has been looked into and 
determined that the annual cost for the fee waiver would be over $12,000 a year.  The additional cost would 
negate some of the 10% rate increase voted on at the first of the fiscal year.  
 
Mr. Cook stated that he requests that instead of waiving the base fee the Town consider covering the plumbing 
expense to reduce customers with sprinkler meters down to one meter for their home and sprinkler system if the 
customer chooses.  He stated this would result in a one time cost to the Town versus a recurring annual expense. 
Mayor Rivers asked if the plumbing could be done by Town employees instead of paying for plumbers. 
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that it could be done but it would be a last resort to hire someone to do the work.  He stated 
that this compromise gives the customer two options.  They can keep two meters or time their irrigation and 
schedule and reduce down to one meter.  He stated that the Council could approve the compromise now or it 
could be brought back at a later meeting. 
 
Councilman Baxley made a motion to pay for the plumbing of any customer with two meters that wish to 
reduce down to one.  Councilman Holmes seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Information on elimination of commercial garbage services 
 
Mr. Cook stated that this item is for information purchases only. He stated that a letter had been sent out to all 
of the commercial garbage accounts on July 16th informing them that the Town would no longer provide 
commercial services as of September 1, 2013 and they would need to choose a private vendor to collect their 
garbage.  He stated that there had been no negative feedback to this point. 
 
Administrator’s Report 
 
Mr. Cook stated that training for the inmate labor would be held in the next couple of weeks. 
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He stated that the TDS Phone system is currently being evaluated for possible savings.  He also stated that he 
had checked with the roofing company and they should be in in the next week to check the leaks. 
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that there needs to be an appointment for the resigned position on the Planning Commission.  
He stated that he is consulting attorneys about when the new council will be sworn into office.  He stated the 
State Law says it is the Monday after their certification, but the Williston ordinance states that is on October 1st.  
He stated that he has requested clarification on this.  He stated that the Town Ordinance could be changed if 
necessary.   
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that the Shuler Street well is way behind schedule.  He stated that the contractor had been sent 
a letter putting them on notice for a new schedule and the possibility of the Town evoking the penalty as laid 
out in the contract. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
 
Mayor Rivers stated that the Lower Savannah COG in Aiken is scheduling the elected officials training if any of 
the council members wished to enroll in it.  He also stated that pictures would be taken at the September 
meeting of the current council and the incoming council. 
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that there will be a reception held before the meeting for the outgoing council members.  He 
stated that the reception would begin at 7. 
 
Council Comments 
 
Councilman Williams asked how many employees would be trained to work with the inmates. 
 
Mr. Cook stated that all of the garbage and grass crews would be trained and there would be at least one person 
from every other department trained as well. 
 
Councilman Baxley asked why the complaint that was on the channel 12 news about the overgrown home on 
Elko Street was not on the Code Enforcement report. 
 
Mr. LeDuc stated that the Town had not been notified about the complaint.  The citizens did not come through 
the Town first but went straight to the media. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to enter into executive session not to exceed fifteen minutes to discuss 
personnel matters in accordance with the provisions of SC Code 30-4-70(s) 1.  Councilman Stapleton seconded 
the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Councilman Holmes made the motion to return to regular session.  Councilman Williams seconded the motion.  
All in favor. 
 
Councilman Williams made a motion to approve the recommendation for Employee A.  Councilman Baxley 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
With no other business Councilman Baxley made a motion to adjourn. Councilman Stapleton seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 
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TOWN OF WILLISTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
 
     ________________________________________ 
     Thomas R. Rivers, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Angela S. Overton, Town Clerk 
 
______________________________ 
Date 


