
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Williston Town Council 
Regular Monthly Meeting 

June 10, 2013 
 
Minutes: 
 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the Williston Town Hall and provided to The People Sentinel newspaper at 
least 24 hours in advance of the meeting in accordance with the S.C. Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Members of Council present:  Councilman Baxley, Councilman Williams, Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews, 
Councilman Holmes, Councilman Stapleton, and Councilman Valentine 
 
Members of Council absent: Mayor Rivers 
 
Mrs. Angela Overton took minutes.  Mr. Tom Boulware was also present. 
 
Town Administrator Kenneth Cook gave the invocation. 
 
Councilman Baxley led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews called the meeting to order, stated that a quorum of Council was present, and 
welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Councilman Williams made a motion to approve the minutes for the May 13, 2013 Meeting.  Councilman 
Baxley seconded the motion.  All in favor.  The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Councilman Valentine made a motion to accept the financial report as information only.  Councilman Holmes 
seconded the motion.  All in favor.  The financial report accepted as information only. 
 
Public Forum – 
 
No one wished to speak 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Councilman Baxley seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Adopt the proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 2014 
 
Administrator Cook stated that there have been no changes to the budget that was reviewed at the session on 
May 13th except for the water and sewer rate increases were changed from 5% to 10%. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to adopt the budget for the FY 2014 with the changes that were made.  
Councilman Valentine seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 



 Page 2 of 15 

First Reading of Ordinance 2013-05, an Ordinance to raise revenue and adopt a budget for the Town of 
Williston, South Carolina for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013 and ending June 30, 2014 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews called for a motion to read Ordinance 2013-05 by title only. 
 

 



 Page 3 of 15 

  
Councilman Baxley made the motion to read Ordinance 2013-05 by title only.  Councilman Valentine seconded 
the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Attorney Boulware read Ordinance 2013-05 by title only. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2013-05.  Councilman Baxley 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
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First Reading of Ordinance 2013-06, to amend article III “water and sewer system” division 3 “rates and 
charges” subdivision II “water Charges” and section 74-111 schedule of rates to provide for an increase in water 
rates 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews called for a motion to read Ordinance 2013-06 by title only. 
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Councilman Baxley made the motion to read Ordinance 2013-06 by title only.  Councilman Valentine seconded 
the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Attorney Boulware read Ordinance 2013-06 by title only. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2013-06.  Councilman Williams 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
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First Reading of Ordinance 2013-07, to amend article III “water and sewer system” division 3 “rates and 
charges” subdivision III “water Charges” and section 74-126 schedule of rates to provide for an increase in 
sewer rates 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews called for a motion to read Ordinance 2013-07 by title only. 
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Councilman Valentine made the motion to read Ordinance 2013-07 by title only.  Councilman Baxley seconded 
the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Attorney Boulware read Ordinance 2013-07 by title only. 
 
Councilman Valentine made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2013-07.  Councilman Baxley 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
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Mr. Milton Widener to discuss issues with the Winter Base Sewage Rate Ordinance 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews recognized Mr. Widener and stated that she would like to thank him for giving over 
40 years of service to the Town of Williston. 
 
Mr. Widener thanked Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews. 
 
Mr. Widener stated that he had some concerns with the changes and new metering process.  He stated that his 
concerns lye with the sprinkler meters.  Mr. Widener stated that he understands that the new process is an 
attempt to eliminate the number of meters that have to be read each month and he believes that it is an excellent 
for new sprinkler customers.  He stated that he knew a lot of instances where the new process would work ok 
for existing sprinkler customers but there are some cases that it is not beneficial.  He stated that his sprinkler 
meter is one of those cases.  Mr. Widener said that when he had his meter put in he had it placed further down 
the street from his house because the purpose for the meter was to water his garden.  He said that in order to 
connect the water from his house meter to his line going to his garden he would have to spend a substantial 
amount of money.  He stated that he would like to see the ability for customers to keep their separate meters, 
have the base rate dropped, and only pay for the water that is used.  He stated that he only wished to be treated 
like everyone else. 
 
Mr. Widener also stated that he did not wish to cut back to one meter because the water pressure is not great 
enough to run the sprinkler on the garden and take a shower in the house at the same time.  He stated that he did 
not expect any action at this meeting but he would like for Council to consider his concerns. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews stated that she appreciated his comments and that the Administrator would look into 
the cost of waiving the base fees for the sprinkler customers. 
 
Councilman Williams stated that he has had several citizens approach him with the same suggestion as Mr. 
Widener. 
 
Discussion and approval of Contract for Audit Services  
 
Administrator Cook stated that the Audit Services had been placed out for bids.  He stated that the lowest bid 
was from Highsmith and Highsmith and was for $5,000.00.  He stated that there was concern because the bid 
was so much lower than the others; however, after a lengthy conversation between the company, Mr. LeDuc, 
Mr. Keith Sloan, and the Town Clerk, the offer is believed to be legitimate.  He recommended accepting the bid 
from Highsmith and Highsmith for the Auditing Services. 
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Councilman Holmes made a motion to accept the bid from Highsmith and Highsmith and to enter into an 
agreement for them to perform the Town’s Audit Services.  Councilman Baxley seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 
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Discussion and approval of a Resolution Establishing and Agreeing To Participate In The Lower Savannah 
Regional Home Consortium 
 
Administrator Cook stated that the Lower Savannah Council of Government brought to his attention that 
Williston is not currently on their consortium list.  He stated that towns must go participate in the consortium in 
order to apply for funds from HUD.  Mr. Cook stated that a resolution must be approved to join the consortium. 
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Councilman Baxley made a motion to approve a resolution establishing and agreeing to participate in the Lower 
Savannah Regional Home Consortium.  Councilman Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Discussion and approval f Special Called meeting on June 24, 2013 at 7:30pm 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews stated that there needed to be a special called meeting on June 24, 2013 to have the 
second reading of the FY 2014 Budget and the second readings of the water and sewer rate increases.  She 
requested a motion and stated that this should stand as notification to the media. 
 
Councilman Holmes made a motion to hold a special called meeting on June 24, 2013.  Councilman Baxley 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
Administrator’s Report 
 
Mr. Cook stated that he had met with the representative from the Municipal Association of South Carolina 
(MASC) on the liability insurance coverage for the Town.  He stated that by switching the Town would save 
15% and the MASC will also have a number of other programs to help the Town in the future.  He stated that he 
believes that it will be a good move for the Town. 
 
Mr. Cook stated that he has been working on the COPS grant that was discussed at a previous meeting.  He 
stated that he did get it submitted and was awaiting a reply.  He said that he was told that school resource 
officers were the priority for this round of grants. 
 
Mr. Cook stated that he will be having his first meeting with the handbook committee.  He stated that he will 
have representatives from each department there to discuss the policies and procedures. 
 
Mr. Cook stated that the Town is ready for the Governor’s visit on June 11th.  He stated that the sanitation 
department and grass crew have done an exceptional job of making sure the grounds and streets were clear of 
trash and limb debris. 
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Mayor Pro-Tem’s Report 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Matthews stated that Mr. LeDuc would be attending the Annual MASC meeting in Greenville.  
She stated that Williston and Edgefield would be sharing the expense for him to attend. 
 
Council Comments 
 
Councilman Holmes stated that he would like to see the area around the basketball goals on Main Street cleaned 
up. 
 
With no other business Councilman Stapleton made a motion to adjourn. Councilman Valentine seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
TOWN OF WILLISTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
 
     ________________________________________ 
     Thomas R. Rivers, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Angela S. Overton, Town Clerk 
 
______________________________ 
Date 


