
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Williston Town Council 

Regular Meeting 

November 9, 2020 

Minutes: 

Notice of this meeting was posted at the Williston Town Hall and provided to The People Sentinel newspaper at 
least 24 hours in advance of the meeting in accordance with the S.C. Freedom of Information Act. 

Members of Council present:  Councilwoman Tyler, Acting Mayor Williams, Councilman Moody, Councilman 
Valentine, Councilwoman Neville, and Councilman Odermatt 

Members of Council absent:None  

The Town Clerk recorded the meeting 

Councilman Moody gave the invocation. 

Councilman Tyler led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Acting Mayor Williams called the meeting to order, stated that a quorum of Council was present and welcomed 
everyone to the meeting. 

Councilman Odermatt made a motion to accept the agenda.  Councilwoman Tyler seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 

Councilman Valentine made a motion to approve the minutes for the October 12, 2020 meeting. Councilman 
Odermatt seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

Councilman Odermatt made a motion to accept the October 2020 financial statements as information only. 
Councilwoman Tyler seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

Public Comment- 

No Public Comment 

Approval of Engineer for USDA Grant Project- 

Mr. Cook stated that this grant project is to replace the filtration system at the Shuler Street Well and to replace 
some water lines.  He stated that Turnipseed Engineers were instrumental in getting a $500,000 grant already.  
He stated that they completed two Preliminary Engineering Reports for that grant at no cost to the town.  He 
stated that the firm in Rock Hill that the town has been using would not have done the reports without charging 
thousands of dollars. 
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Mr. Cook stated that the payment to the engineers would be the match that the town owes for the grant and it 
would be paid from the 1% sales tax monies.  He stated that as a comparison, work that was done in 2014 on 
water lines the engineering costs from the engineers used were approximately 16% of the total cost and the 
engineering costs for this project, using Turnipseed Engineers, would only be approximately 12%.  Mr. Cook 
stated that because this is a “Professional Service” and the town is paying engineering costs as part of the grant 
match it is not required that the town go out for bids.  He recommended approval of Turnipseed Engineers as 
the consulting engineers on the USDA Grant Project. 
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Councilwoman Neville made a motion to approve Turnipseed Engineers as the consulting engineers for the 
USDA Grant Project.  Councilman Moody seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

Approval of 2021 Holiday Schedule- 

Mr. Cook stated that the dates for the 2021 holiday schedule are being presented for approval. 
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Councilwoman Neville made a motion to approve the 2021 holiday schedule.  Councilwoman Tyler seconded 
the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Approval of Updated Employee Handbook - 

Acting Mayor Williams explained that every five years the employee handbook must be updated. 

Mr. Cook stated that he spent time on the phone with Labor Attorney Kevin Sturm.  He stated that there were 
not a lot of changes that needed to be made.  He stated that the significant changes are a list of possible offenses 
for discipline has been added, the harassment section has been changed so that employees can go to the 
Administrator or the Clerk/Treasurer with complaints, and that the language on issues of discrimination has 
been updated to a more modern language. 

Councilwoman Tyler made a motion to approve the updated Employee Handbook.  Councilman Valentine 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Approval to Remove Nuisance Properties That Failed to Respond to Notices of Violations -  

Mr. Cook stated that at the October meeting it was voted to give the property owners thirty days to respond to 
the notices of violation that were mailed out.  As of the day of the November meeting Mr. Cook stated that he is 
still waiting to hear back from five properties on their plans to either remove their nuisance properties or submit 
plans to improve them or allow them to be removed under the terms of the CDBG Grant.  He stated that the 
owners were given until November 13th.  He stated that he is asking that if the property owners do not contact 
him by the 13th he has the authorization to move to the next step in the process which is demolition of the 
properties. Mr. Cook stated that the demolition would be moths away because the town will have to go out for 
bids for the demolition contractor. 

Councilman Moody made a motion to give the Administrator authorization to move to the next step in the 
process for demolition of the properties.  Councilwoman Tyler seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

Administrator’s Report –  

Mr. Cook stated that the town is now soliciting Citizen of the Year applications.  He stated that the deadline to 
turn in the applications is November 15th.  He stated that how the announcement of the Citizen of the Year will 
be have to handled differently this year because of COVID-19.  

Acting Mayor Williams stated that the Christmas Parade is being held on the 13th of December.  He stated that 
if the town waits until then to light the tree it would only be lit for a couple of weeks.  He suggested that the tree 
lighting be streamed online and only have the Citizen of the Year and their family attend.  Mr. Cook stated that 
the town could possible have a special called meeting to read the proclamation and do a ceremonial walk from 
Town Hall to the tree. 

Mayor’s Report -  

Acting Mayor Williams stated that the council needs to decide what they want to do about riding in the parade.  
He stated that he would look into different options. 

Councilman Moody stated that while he was playing disc golf at the Town Park he noticed a lot of trash in the 
pond.  He requested that someone clean it out. 
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Acting Mayor Williams stated that the Drive Through Trunk or Treat was a great success.  He stated that many 
members of the community commented on how much they enjoyed it.  He wished to thank Jamie Wootten for 
heading it up and suggested that the council publicly recognize him for his efforts. 

Councilman Moody made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Odermatt seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:56PM. 

 

TOWN OF WILLISTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

 

     ________________________________________ 

     Billy W. Williams, III, Interim Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Angela S. Overton, Town Clerk 
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